C   48   )
under the name of Mehdi of Soudan is certainly not the true Mehdi as he does not possess the qualities which the real Mehdi ought to do according to the prophecy ; as for the title Mehdi it is applicable to every pious and virtuous man ; but the question is about the Fatirnite Mehdi and not those who bear that name. Even the four caliphs are referred to as Mehdis. Similarly, in Abasia and Qaranita there have been several persons of that name ; some vicious and pious persons have also claimed to be Mehdis. Mehdi means one who has found the true way and hence every body who has found the true way can be called a Mehdi. The real Mehdi will not merely be a Mehdi but also one who will show the true path. Mehdi will be his title only and his real name will be Mohammed-bin-Abdulla and he will appear at Mecca and not at any other place. Let the signs, which according to the prophecy should precede the Mehdi appear, and then the true Mehdi will appear. Ignorant people base every-thing on their owa imaginations. They neither possess common-sense, nor do they follow the prophecy contained ia works of authority."
The writer then devotes pages 68 to 121 to a detailed account of the signs which will precede the Mehdi. These signs are some twenty-one in number, among them "the rising up of a gold rock out of the river Euphrates ; the spread of infidelity in Arabia by Sufiani; the appearance of the army of Haris of Khorasan ; the battle at Median ; the recoiiquest of Constantinople ; the appearance of a hand from the heavens, which will take place about the time of the appearance of the Anti-Christ."
At page 56 the author says :-^
The Muhaminadans are not united ; nor have they any Imam. At present they should hold themselves aloof. There are two Muhammadan Kingdoms ; one in Turkey and the other in Morocco, but their rulers are not Imams or caliphs and are called Sultan or Deputy Imams, as it is necessary for an Imam to be a Koreish.